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E NEWS
A U G U S T  2 0 2 6

Every year the Concrete NZ Conference provides something that cannot be replicated through online interaction 
- the opportunity to bring together in-person our industry's brightest minds to exchange ideas, challenge  
assumptions and strengthen the professional relationships that underpin our sector.

This year's conference promises to be one of our strongest yet. Held in the heart of New Zealand's capital at 
the outstanding Tākina Wellington Convention & Exhibition Centre, the programme combines internationally 
recognised keynote speakers, leading New Zealand practitioners, technical presentations, Lightning Talks, student 
presentations, a panel discussion, networking opportunities and our annual Conference Awards.

As Learned Society members, we share a commitment to advancing knowledge and promoting excellence in 
concrete engineering, design, construction and research. The conference is where that commitment comes to life.

I encourage every member to make the most of this opportunity – not only by attending the 
technical programme, but by engaging with colleagues, supporting our exhibitors, celebrating 

industry excellence and helping welcome the next generation of professionals into our 
community.

I look forward to seeing you in Wellington.

Alistair Russell  |  Organising Committee Chair

CAPITAL CONNECTIONS BEGIN HERE
CONCRETE NZ CONFERENCE 2026 | 21–23 OCTOBER
TĀKINA WELLINGTON CONVENTION & EXHIBITION CENTRE
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CONFERENCE 2026  |  21–23 OCTOBER 2026

The Concrete NZ Conference returns to Wellington from 21–23 October 2026 evoking a spirit of 'Capital 
Connections'. More than simply a technical conference, it is the annual gathering of New Zealand's 
concrete community, bringing together engineers, architects, contractors, researchers, producers, 
suppliers, asset owners and students.

The programme has been designed to balance international perspectives with practical New Zealand experience. 
Delegates can expect keynote presentations from globally respected leaders, concurrent technical sessions, 
Lightning Talks showcasing emerging ideas, an extensive trade exhibition and numerous opportunities to network 
with peers from across the country.

Whether your interest lies in structural design, materials technology, durability, sustainability, seismic performance, 
low-carbon concrete or construction practice, Conference 2026 offers valuable insights that can be immediately 
applied in professional practice.

THE INDUSTRY COMES TOGETHER IN 
THE CAPITAL

INTERNATIONAL KEYNOTE PROGRAMME

MICHELLE WILSON 
Leading the Global Conversation

Michelle L. Wilson, Senior Director of Concrete Technology and Industry Outreach at 
the American Cement Association, is internationally recognised for her expertise in 
cement and concrete technology. As lead author of The Design and Control of Concrete 
Mixtures, she has helped shape industry best practice. Her presentation  

will explore global trends in concrete construction and the transition to a lower- 
carbon future.

PROFESSOR ANDRZEJ ĆWIRZEŃ 
Driving the Next Generation of Sustainable Concrete

Professor Andrzej Ćwirzeń of Luleå University of Technology, Sweden, is internationally 
recognised for his research into sustainable cementitious materials, durability and low-
carbon concrete. Ranked among the world's top researchers in his field, Andrzej will 
share the latest advances in concrete materials and their role in delivering more 
sustainable construction.
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COMMIT, CONNECT AND CELEBRATE
REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN

The countdown to Concrete NZ Conference 2026 has begun, with registrations now open for what promises to be 
the industry's premier technical and networking event of the year. Held from 21–23 October at Tākina Wellington 
Convention & Exhibition Centre, the conference has been designed to provide outstanding value for all delegates.

Whether you attend to hear internationally recognised keynote speakers, gain practical technical knowledge, 
reconnect with colleagues or establish new professional relationships, Conference 2026 offers three days of 
learning, discussion and collaboration.

Registration Includes
•	 Full access to the technical programme
•	 Concurrent technical sessions
•	 Extensive networking opportunities
•	 Trade exhibition

•	 International and NZ keynote presentations
•	 Lightning Talks + Panel Discussion
•	 President's Reception
•	 Conference Formal Dinner

Early registration is encouraged to secure the best registration rates and to assist with 
conference planning. Full registration options, pricing and online registration are 
available through the Conference website.

BRAD OLSEN 
Understanding the Economic Landscape

Brad Olsen, Principal Economist at Infometrics, is one of  New Zealand's most              
respected economic commentators. His keynote will examine the economic outlook 
for New Zealand, the drivers shaping construction activity and infrastructure 
investment, and what these trends mean for the concrete industry.

REGISTER  
NOW
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THANK YOU TO OUR  
CONFERENCE SPONSORS

The Learned Society gratefully acknowledges the organisations whose support makes Conference 2026 possible. 
Their investment enables Concrete NZ to deliver a high-quality technical programme while creating valuable 
opportunities for professional development, knowledge sharing and industry collaboration.

Conference sponsorship represents more than brand visibility - it is a commitment to strengthening New Zealand's 
concrete sector and supporting the continued advancement of engineering, construction and materials technology.

Trade Exhibition
The Conference Trade Exhibition remains one of the most popular features of the event, bringing delegates 
together with suppliers, manufacturers, consultants and service providers from across industry. A limited number 
of exhibition sites and sponsorship options remain available. Organisations 
wishing to showcase products, services and innovations are encouraged to 
secure their space  as soon as possible.

CONFERENCE 2026  |  21–23 OCTOBER 2026

CONFERENCE PATRONS

CONFERENCE SUPPORTERS

LANYARD  
SPONSOR

EVENT  
SUPPORTER

NAMETAG PRINTING  
KIOSK SPONSOR

COFFEE CART  
SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

SPONSORSHIP PROSPECTUS
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Beyond celebrating success, the awards create an opportunity 
to share good practice, inspire innovation and acknowledge the 
people whose efforts often take place behind the scenes.

Entries Close Friday 14 August
If you, your organisation or a colleague, has delivered an 
outstanding project or initiative over the past year, now is the 
time to prepare an entry. Don't leave submissions until the final 
week – taking the time to tell your story helps showcase the 
breadth of expertise that exists across our industry.

Award Categories Include

Rex Podmore of Brownmore Concrete with 2025 Concrete Industry Apprentice of the Year Todd Maitland. 

Honorary Life Membership
•	 Outstanding Contribution •	 Carbon Reduction
•	 Producer – Extra Distance •	 Diversity & Inclusion
•	 Producer – Technical 

Excellence
•	 Concrete Industry 

Apprentice of the Year
•	 Health, Safety & Wellbeing •	 Plant Audit Scheme  

Gold Recognition

CELEBRATING OUR OWN  
– 2026 CONFERENCE AWARDS

Every industry benefits from recognising excellence. The Concrete NZ Conference Awards celebrate 
the individuals, teams and organisations whose commitment, innovation and leadership continue to 
strengthen New Zealand's concrete industry.

Presented during the Conference Formal Dinner on Thursday 22 October, the awards recognise achievement 
across the Society and Sector Groups - from technical excellence and producer performance through to health 
and safety, carbon reduction, diversity and inclusion, and outstanding service to the industry.

ENTER NOW

www.concretenz.org.nz
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CAPITAL CONNECTIONS
Coolest Little Concrete Capital
One of the strengths of the Concrete NZ 
Conference is that every year it showcases not 
only our industry, but also one of New Zealand's 
great cities. In 2026 the conference returns to 
Wellington, a compact, vibrant capital where 
business, government, academia and culture come 
together. Few conference destinations make it as 
easy to learn during the day and enjoy the city in 
the evening.

With Tākina located on the waterfront, delegates  
are only a short walk from hotels, restaurants, cafés,  
Te Papa, the harbour promenade and the city's 
renowned hospitality precincts. Whether you are 
arriving for the full conference or extending your stay, 
Wellington offers an outstanding backdrop for three 
days of technical learning and professional networking.

Why Wellington?
Wellington has long been recognised as one of New Zealand's important centres of engineering, public policy 
and resilience. It is home to leading consultancies, government agencies, universities and research organisations 
that influence the future of the built environment.

Beyond the conference sessions, delegates can enjoy everything from waterfront walks and boutique coffee 
roasters to award-winning restaurants, Cuba Street, Zealandia, the Wellington Cable Car and Te Papa Tongarewa. 
The city's compact layout means there is very little time spent travelling and more time spent connecting with 
colleagues.

Tākina – A World-Class Venue

Opened in 2023, Tākina Wellington 
Convention & Exhibition Centre has quickly 
established itself as one of New Zealand's 
premier conference venues. Designed 
specifically for large-scale conferences, it 
combines modern presentation facilities 
with generous networking spaces and 
impressive views across the harbour.

Its flexible meeting rooms, exhibition hall 
and purpose-built auditorium provide 
an ideal environment for keynote 
presentations, concurrent technical 
sessions, the trade exhibition and informal 
discussions that are often just as valuable 
as the formal programme.

www.concretenz.org.nz
mailto:learnedsociety%40concretenz.org.nz%20?subject=


CONCRETE NZ - LEARNED SOCIETY
PO BOX 448, Level 7 Panama House, 22 Panama Street, Wellington 6011
W: www.concretenz.org.nz   P: +64 4 499 8820   E: learnedsociety@concretenz.org.nz 

PAGE 7

Stay Close to the Action
A wide range of accommodation is available within a comfortable walking 
distance of Tākina, from premium hotels to serviced apartments and budget-
friendly options. Staying in the central city allows delegates to maximise 
networking opportunities while enjoying Wellington's restaurants and  
evening atmosphere.

Concrete NZ has negotiated conference accommodation rates with a range  
of hotels, making it easier for delegates to secure quality accommodation 
close to the venue. Early booking is recommended, particularly for those 
travelling from outside Wellington.

More Than a Conference
While the technical programme remains the centrepiece of Conference 
2026, some of the most valuable conversations occur between sessions, 
over coffee, in the exhibition hall or during the President's Reception and 
Conference Dinner. These informal interactions build professional networks 
that continue long after the conference concludes.

For younger members, the conference provides a unique opportunity to meet 
leaders from across the industry. For experienced professionals, it offers the 
chance to reconnect with colleagues, exchange ideas and contribute to the 
continued advancement of New Zealand's concrete sector.

Make the Most 
of Your Visit
•	 Visit Te Papa 

Tongarewa after 
conference 
sessions.

•	 Enjoy Wellington's 
renowned café 
culture before the 
day's programme.

•	 Walk the waterfront 
between Tākina 
and Oriental Bay.

•	 Explore Cuba 
Street's restaurants 
and independent 
retailers.

•	 Ride the historic 
Wellington Cable 
Car and visit the 
Botanic Gardens.

•	 Extend your stay 
and discover the 
wider Wellington 
region.

www.concretenz.org.nz
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INVESTING IN THE NEXT GENERATION
Ten Complimentary Conference Registrations Available
The Learned Society is once again investing in the future of New Zealand's concrete industry by offering 
ten complimentary registrations for students and early career professionals to attend the 2026 Concrete 
NZ Conference.

The initiative recognises that today's students and recent graduates are tomorrow's designers, researchers, 
consultants, contractors and industry leaders. By removing the financial barrier to attendance, the Society hopes 
to encourage more young professionals to experience New Zealand's premier concrete conference.

Recipients will receive complimentary registration for the full conference programme, together with attendance 
at the President's Reception and Conference Formal Dinner.

A Platform to Share Your Work
As a condition of complimentary registration, successful applicants will deliver a five-minute presentation during 
the conference. These concise presentations provide an opportunity to showcase current research, university 
study or a recent engineering project while building presentation skills before an industry audience.

Who Can Be Nominated?
•	 Students currently enrolled in a relevant programme.

•	 Graduates within approximately three to five years of completing their qualification.

• Those associated with a Learned Society member organisation.

•	 People with an interest in contributing to the future activities of the Learned Society.

Nominations must be submitted by a Learned Society member by 5pm, Friday 7 August. Please send 
nominations to the Society’s Convenor (Adam Leach – adam@concretenz.org.nz) for Council review, including: 
nominator (plus email), member organisation, nominee (plus email), and a 
50–100 word summary of the nominee’s work or study, along with a  presentation 
title and brief description. Alternatively, submit via the Concrete NZ website.

COMIN
G SOON

SUBMIT NOMINATION
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Unable to attend one of the Society's recent seminar series? Don't worry. A growing library of 
professionally recorded seminars is now available on demand, allowing members to access technical 
content wherever and whenever it suits. Note. An access fee applies.

Recent additions include Slabs & Shrinkage: Design Tips & Tricks, joining an extensive catalogue covering topics 
such as Low Carbon Concrete Specification & Design, Prestressed Concrete 101, C5 Guidelines, 
Assessment & Retrofit of Precast Floors and Precast Walls & Connections. The seminar library 
has become an extension of the Society's knowledge-sharing, ensuring technical content 
remains available after the live presentations have concluded.

MISSED A SEMINAR?  
THE LEARNING CONTINUES

HELP SHAPE OUR FUTURE 
SEMINAR PROGRAMME

One of the Learned Society's core objectives is 
the dissemination of technical knowledge. As we 
begin planning future seminars, webinars and 
professional development activities, we want to 
hear directly from members.

Our recent Slabs & Shrinkage and Reinforced 
Concrete Diaphragm Design series demonstrated 
the strong demand for practical, technically 
robust learning opportunities. Now we are asking 
members what should come next.

•	 Technical topics you would like covered?

•	 Emerging issues facing the industry?

•	 Preferred delivery formats?

The survey takes around five minutes to 
complete and closes on Friday 7 August.  
Your feedback will directly influence the  
Society's future 
seminar programme.

COMIN
G SOON

Reinforced Concrete Diaphragm Design
S E M I N A R  S E R I E S  2 0 2 6

COMPLETE SURVEY

SEMINAR 
LIBRARY

www.concretenz.org.nz
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A strong Learned Society depends on members who are prepared to contribute their experience, ideas 
and enthusiasm. The Society has been fortunate to benefit from outstanding volunteer leadership over 
many years, and preparations are now underway for nominations for the 2026/27 Council.

In the coming weeks, the call for nominations for Council, President and Vice President will be circulated.  
Whether you are an experienced industry leader or an emerging professional looking to become more involved, 
we encourage you to consider standing.

Serving on Council provides a unique opportunity to help shape technical initiatives, influence professional 
development, strengthen links with industry and academia, and support the next generation of concrete 
professionals.

Fresh perspectives are always welcome, and the Society benefits from members representing the breadth  
of New Zealand's concrete community.

We hope this special Conference 
Edition has given you a taste of what 
awaits in Wellington this October. 

From world-class keynote speakers and 
technical presentations to networking 
opportunities, industry awards and the 
chance to reconnect with colleagues 
from across New Zealand, Conference 
2026 promises to be a highlight of the 
professional calendar.

I can't wait to welcome you to Tākina 
across 21–23 October.

Moustafa Al-Ani 
Learned Society President

Recent New Zealand Concrete Society/Concrete NZ Learned Society Presidents

HELP LEAD THE LEARNED SOCIETY

LOOKING  
AHEAD

Nic BrookeJeff MatthewsJason InghamRick HenryCarl AshbyAlessandro Palermo
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